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ACCOMPANYING CONTINUED PROSECUTION APPLICATION 


Sir: 


This is a preliminary amendment accompanying a Continued Prosecution Application, filed in 
response to the Decision on Appeal dated August 27, 2002. Prior to considering this application on the merits, 
please enter the following amendments. 


3>\ 


IN THE CLAIMS 

Please capcel^claims 2JL,^22lmd^6'and amend the remaining claims as follows: 


1 1 . (Amended) A method for merging partially filled ATM cells, comprising the steps of: 

2 removing a first partially filled ATM cell from an ATM cell stream; 

3 removing a second partially filled ATM cell from the ATM cell stream; and 

4 merging the first partially filled ATM cell and the second partially filled ATM cell into a third ATM 

5 cell having information indicative of (i) a merging method used, and (ii) a padding method used for the first 

6 partially filled ATM cell. = 
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